
  

  
 
 

 

Flying the Flag of Freedom: SW Grad Gives Special Gift 
 
BY: Mrs. Eimiller 

 
   West Ellicott, NY—With all of the emphasis on stay-at-home orders in recent months, many Americans are 
growing restless. As a result, it can be easy to forget about the many Americans who are, in fact, not able to do 
so—not because they are sick or disregarding COVID mandates—but because they are far away from home 
answering the call of duty by serving our country. 
   However, this past Memorial Day, Southwestern was given a heartwarming reminder of these honorable men 
and women—an American flag flown overseas during an active military mission by one of Southwestern’s own, 
former student Charles Leonard.  
   Charles (friends and family call him “Chuckie”) graduated from Southwestern in 2012 where he was a member 
of the varsity football team, ski club, and National Honor Society. He was also the recipient of the James Matteson 
Scholarship Award.  

     After earning a degree in Exercise Science from the University at Buffalo in 2016, he was commissioned to the Canisius College Golden Griffin 
Battalion ROTC program as an Aviation Officer in the active duty Army. 
   “I joined because of the camaraderie, the challenge, the leadership opportunities and the diversity of jobs available,” explains 
Chuckie. “I entered the service during my junior year of college after realizing that I was no longer interested in pursuing a career 
that applied to my undergraduate degree. The military allowed me to pursue a career that was unconventional and rewarding.”  
    Lieutenant Leonard is currently a platoon leader and AH-64E Apache helicopter pilot with 1-227 Attack Reconnaissance 

Battalion stationed out of Fort Hood, Texas. As part of his work, he has since been deployed to 
Afghanistan in support of Operation Freedom Sentinel and Iraq in support of Operation Inherent Resolve. 
   While in the Middle East, he has taken American flags on various missions.  When asked why, Leonard 
referenced the article “Aviators Have a Unique Way of Saying ‘Thanks,’” which states, “There are 
various reasons the aviators take a flag up with them on a mission, whether it is for family or friends, 
groups they used to be a part of….”  To service members, the flag, which can be a powerful source of 
pride and unity for people, is very symbolic.  
   The flag that he gave to Southwestern accompanied him, along with co-pilot Chief Warrant Officer 3 
Jose Olivero, aboard an AH-64E Apache helicopter on a mission over Iraq on January 21, 2020 as part of 
Task Force Ragnar during combat operations in support of American and Coalition forces against hostile enemies of the United 

States during Operation Inherent Resolve.  
   The certificate of authenticity given to Southwestern states, “This flag represents our dedication and steadfast devotion to duty in the fight against the 
global war on terrorism.”  
   According to Chuckie, he sent it back to his Alma Mater also as a token of his appreciation: “I had a lot of outstanding mentors in the classroom and 
on the football field at Southwestern; many who taught me lessons that I still reflect on today. The personalized flag is a unique way to show my 
appreciation for the faculty and staff who work hard every day to teach and lead the youth of America.” 

Fitness Fun! 
 
BY: Mika Walters 
 
   West Ellicott, NY—Staying healthy, both mentally and physically, is one of the best ways to relieve stress and stay positive during this unorthodox time. 
While the emphasis is often put on physical health, mental well-being is arguably more important in times like these. Students are adjusting to new 
schedules and aren't certain about the months and school year to come. Seniors are experiencing many emotions over their last few months apart from 
friends and missing out on traditional endings to a senior year.  
 
   We must be kind to ourselves... both body and mind.  In order to get through this together, we must stay positive. One way to do this is by taking 
advantage of all the opportunities that help us to connect with others and stay healthy. 
 
   Here are some free apps that can help improve your mental health: 
 

● Headspace: This is a great app, rated 4.9/5 stars on the app store, that specializes in meditation. 
● Calm: Here you can work on forming life-long healthy habits, such as sticking to a consistent sleep schedule, drinking water, and remembering to 

take a break from your phone! 
● What’s Up: This app can pinpoint your emotions and offer effective and long-lasting solutions. 

 
    Many students have begun their school/college workouts remotely; however, staying motivated can be hard.  The good news is you don’t need to be an 
athlete or go to a gym to have a great workout.  These are some free programs that will make staying healthy at home a little easier: 
 

● My Fitness Pal: You can easily keep track of what you’re using to fuel your body by keeping note of your macros and health journey. 
● Nike Training Club: Here you can rely on a familiar trustworthy brand for hundreds of free workouts. 
● Youtube: Here’s an obvious one; want an ab workout?  Look it up and you’ll find thousands of results! 
● Health: This is an app that all iPhone users have that tracks your exercise while wearing an Apple Watch or even just having your phone in your 

hand.  
 

  

 



  
Southwestern Among the Best 

 
BY: Hanna Johnson 
 
   West Ellicott, NY—Recently, despite the lack of a normalcy across 
the world, Southwestern has worked toward maintaining the 
excellent academics it's always strived to have. 
   Recently, the district was recognized for just that, academics, 
when it received two awards: as one of the "best” high schools in a 
national ranking and also a high achieving public New York school. 
   On April 21st, Southwestern earned the first award, as #3,346 in 
the list of “the Best" high schools ranked nationally. This is an 
enormous honor because Southwestern was ranked against almost 
18,000 other schools. A total of 44% of students have taken at least 
one AP exam, and of those, 28% have passed at least one exam. 
Both Southwesterns math and English proficiency is 87%, which 
helped give the school a 94% graduation rate. 
   On April 23rd, Southwestern received recognition for being a high 
achieving and high progress school under New York's Every 
Student Succeeds Act Plan. This is a major accomplishment because 
only 13% of New York public schools received this award. 
   When asked about why he thinks Southwestern earned these 
awards, Mr. Cooper, the Southwestern High School principal, 
stated, "Our students have displayed high academic achievement 
and have shown continued progress on state-required tests, 
graduation rate, as well as performance on AP exams.  Our recent 
recognitions are a tribute to our teachers' commitment and 
dedication to our students.” 

 
104.3 Years of Combined Service 

 
BY: Trojan Times Staff 
 
   West Ellicott, NY—Along with the end of an interesting school 
year comes the beginning of retirement for four faculty members 
who have a 104.3 years of combined service. Congratulations to the 
following retirees: 

      SW Senior Selected as JCC’s Student of Year  

for Second Year in a Row 
 
BY: Trojan Times Staff 
 
   Jamestown, NY—Each year, College Connections partner high schools select a 
junior and/or senior student who has embraced the added challenges of completing 
college-level work. These students have been selected by demonstrating 
perseverance, integrity, a positive attitude, and appreciating the importance of 
education.  
   After claiming the title in 2019, Matthew Barton has once again been chosen as 
the Southwestern candidate who best exemplifies these qualities. 

   Matthew serves as acting president for both the 
SWHS Student Council and National Honor 
Society. He is also an Ex-Officio Member of the 
Board of Education and volunteers his time to 
tutor Math 8 and Algebra 1 students in his 
mother's classroom. Matthew also writes and edits 
for the SWHS school newspaper, The Trojan 
Times. 
   Matthew plans to attend SUNY Fredonia in the 
fall to pursue a 4+1 degree in 
Mathematics/Adolescence Education. 
   According to Barton, “College Connection 
courses have greatly improved my high school 
experience. These courses bring college level work 

to students who are up for a challenge and ready to excel in the next chapter of 
their education. For me, these courses have truly been an outstanding experience 
because of the rigor and how well they prepare you for college life.” 
   Ms. Eimiller, Matthew’s News Writing and Editing instructor, mentioned, 
"Matthew Barton is the crème-de-la-crème of students. He is 100% ‘pick of the 
litter.’ Of course, he ascertains all of the traits of a College Connections 
Student-of-the-Year. However, what he has brought to the classroom goes beyond 
that. Never before have I had a student with the leadership ability, initiative, 
decision-making skills, general enthusiasm, and positive nature of Matthew.” 
   Alongside Matthew, two other recipients were selected from the Southwestern 
community: Junior Declan Brown, nominated by Mr. Taylor Putney (statistics 
teacher), plans to attend a four year college and is currently a part of the varsity 
soccer and varsity hockey teams. Senior Erin Wynn, who was nominated from the 
Hewes Educational Center, plans to attend JCC for pre-nursing before continuing 
her education in the RN program in hopes of becoming a trauma nurse.  
    A detailed list of all student recipients from area schools can be found on the 
SUNY JCC website. 

National Honor Society: A New Approach  
 

BY: Mackenzie Pierce  
 
   West Ellicott, NY—Typically during spring time at Southwestern, track season is in full swing, the softball and baseball mounds are full, the auditorium 
is filled with concerts, and hopeful students are waiting to be inducted into the Holland Rood Chapter of National Honor Society (NHS). But this is a year 
unlike any other. 
   However, one organization was still able to make things happen. 
   With creativity and a lot of perseverance, high school NHS advisors Mr. Pagett and Mrs. Damcott found a way to collect ratings and select a list of new 
inductees and then honor them with a ceremony—albeit slightly different than the traditional yearly event.  
   Prospective students were tasked with finding someone, typically a teacher or coach, to record a short video speaking on their behalf. These videos were 
then edited together as part of the digital induction ceremony.  
   In hopes of keeping some normalcy, officers and administrators did what they have the in the past: The current vice presidents, Marcus Kautzman and 
Quinn Taylor, and secretaries, Hannah Swan-Leuze and Lotte Kranzo, partook in the candle lighting ceremony—while speaking of the four pillars of 
National Honor Society. Holding true to tradition, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Kindberg, and Mrs. Donahue gave their introductory and closing remarks...to the 
camera. Following the opening speech, co-presidents Matthew Barton and Addison Pope also presented a speech offering their regards to the new 
inductees. All of these pieces were stitched together and released in a video format to students and families on Monday, June 1st.  
   According to Mr. Pagett, the final product worked but lacked the traditional togetherness: “It does, however, lack the personal connection that we all got 
by being together; and I feel that some of the ‘magic’ of being part of something special and bigger than yourself is lost in this presentation.”  
   The ceremony can be viewed on the Southwestern Central School District Facebook page.   The following students were inducted: 

Braley Lachner, Brendan Luce, Melissa DeVore, Dontae Hoose, Emma Anderson, Isabella Grijalva, Carter McKotch, Hiba Munir, Avery 
McKay Young, Josephine Corey, Arianna Taylor, Drew Tracy, Ethan Luce, Riley McKinsey, Teagan Shedd, Benjamin Whitman, Trenton 
Shutters, Spencer Kane, Gabriella Wigren, Ethan Livingston, Oliver Hagel, Emily Kimball, Sydney Thorpe, Gracie Alexander, Ellie 
Lawton 
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SCHOOL IN THE TIMES OF COVID-19 
The Lost Season 

 
BY: Lauren Morgante 
 
   West Ellicott, NY—Sports season is an exciting time for many students. However, this year, COVID-19 not only shutdown school, but also the spring 
sports seasons leaving a loss for athletes who typically participate in baseball, softball, track, boy's tennis, and sailing.  
   After having a successful 2019 season, the cancellation of the 2020 season broke the spirit of many spring athletes. 
According to Gianna Hoose (senior), “I’m obviously heartbroken, and I think I can speak for all of the track seniors when I 
say that. There were a lot of opportunities for a lot of us to go to states and place well this year, and it was taken away from 
us. I feel awful for those that can’t continue track in college,, and I'm going to miss all the coaches and team.”  
   Last season Gianna went to states for discus and had high hopes to go again this year and place highly. Additionally, she 
was aiming to work with her team to take home a 4-peat. Gianna recently signed to go throw hammer, weight, and discus at 
division 1 Binghamton University.  
   Another senior who lost his season was Mitchell Pascarella. When asked about his thoughts involving the last season, he 
said, “The spring hasn’t been the same without high school sports. The circumstances are very difficult and something we 
have never seen before. Our seniors will feel this impact the most as we won’t have our final season of high school baseball. 
Looking back, spring was my favorite time of year at Southwestern. Between the weather and baseball, spring was the best 
time. It has really become reality there will be no baseball played as of late. I played four years of varsity baseball and I am 
very happy with how it went. I definitely will miss the boys the most out of anything.” Mitchell signed to play division 1 
baseball at University of Connecticut.  
   The COVID-19 shutdown has also created a difficult barrier for Southwestern's college-level athletes to be recruited by 
colleges. Although keeping everyone safe and healthy is the world's number one priority, it left students with no school 
interaction and no sports.  
 

Staying Home and Staying Happy 
 

BY: Chloe Peters 
 
   Jamestown, NY—As COVID-19 continues to complicate daily life throughout the world, the 
state of mental health has been brought into question as to how it may be hindered by the sudden 
disruption of normalcy.  In a recent poll issued to SWHS seniors, students averaged a mental 
health rating of 5.83 out of 10, though values covered the entire spectrum from one to ten. 
However, various branches of the school have been working to preserve mental stability for 
students throughout National Mental Health Month (May) and can hopefully continue beyond 
the thirty-first.  
   Along with posting reminders for work-out logs and the occasional fitness challenge, the 
official Southwestern High School PE Instagram account (@swhs_pe) has been promoting both 
physical and mental health primarily through the story function.  
   Mrs. Seiberg, Physical Education and Health teacher, commented on the current situation and 
its relation to mental health: “I think it's important for all of us to realize that there are things we 
can incorporate into our daily lives that benefit mental wellness. We shouldn't wait until we are 
overwhelmed or struggling with anxiousness, fear or sadness to reach out for help.”  
   The SWHS PE page continues to update every day and has provided links in posts to mental 
health resources such as the MHA (Mental Health America) screening site and the means to 
contact a crisis counselor.  
   “Some people might be wondering why the SWHS PE instagram page is promoting mental 
health so much, but it's all connected,” Seiberg explains. “I always like to say what is good for 
your body is good for your mind and what is good for your mind is good for your body. We have 
over 100 followers on our PE instagram page; and if something that is posted can help half of 
those people, then maybe those individuals can reach out and help one more person and then a 
lot of people are being reached by one Instagram post, and I think that's pretty powerful.” 
   While crisis hotlines can be a valuable asset, some students may prefer a method of reaching 
out that’s more “close to home.” During this time, counselors are available to chat if you are in 
need of support.  
   The SWHS guidance department released this message in regards to student outreach:   “As a 
counseling staff we feel that it is vital that we continue to reach out and try to make connections 
with students to help link them with additional resources if necessary.  Students are able to reach 
the counseling staff by email, by phone, or via Zoom each day.  Additionally, we think our 
teachers have provided a great deal of support in helping to address and check in on the mental 
well-being of students.  We honestly think the most important piece is that each student knows 
there is someone there who cares about them and wants to listen.  Not every student will feel 
comfortable talking to the counseling staff and that’s ok too—but we want to help find the right 
person to support and provide assistance for the student.  Life is difficult and confusing right 
now and things might seem overwhelming.  We want our students to know we care about them 
deeply and want to help advocate for each of them.” If you are experiencing problems regarding 
mental health, the options provided by the school are available to aid you during this stressful 
time. 

Socially, Social Distancing 
 
BY: Mackenzie Pierce 
 
   West Ellicott, NY— With the ever-evolving situation 
surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic and the closures 
of schools and places of gathering, the social lives of 
many individuals have been put on hold. However, 
with a few simple steps, people can still engage in 
social relationships while social distancing both online 
and outside. 
   The app Zoom allows for the maintenance and the 
continuation of social relationships. Zoom has become 
relatively popular among school 
institutions—especially during remote learning.  Zoom 
can be used for more than just learning too. Simply 
create an account, and you can experience unlimited 
calling times within the app, allowing you to stay 
connected with both friends and family alike.  You can 
also create a more fun environment by throwing in a 
theme, such as dressing up as your favorite 
show/character, Disney night, and a slew of others. 
The introduction of a theme has the potential to make a 
plain video call more fun.  Of course, video calling is 
not the same as being in the presence of friends or 
family, but it certainly does help.  
   In addition to Zoom, the website Skriblio allows for 
several players to play a Pictionary style game online. 
While chatting, participants can find a fun game and 
play online with many people. There are also many 
free websites containing card games of all different 
kinds. 
   Furthermore, in-person gatherings are still an 
option--when done safely. A quick walk (or car ride) 
around the corner will direct you to Chautauqua Lake. 
There are also many fun, warm weather activities now, 
such as kayaking, watching the sunset, and fishing. Set 
up a lake day with friends or family to sit and chat, 
while practicing social distancing. Remember, stay 6 
feet apart, wash your hands often, and still prioritize 
your social life; it’s good for your mental health. 
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Digital Learning: Brilliant or Blunder? 
 

BY: Chloe Peters 
 
   Jamestown, NY—Following the cancellation of physical classes on 
March 15th, 2020, the remainder of the school year was left uncertain 
and many things were up in the air. Traditions, sport seasons, even 
day-to-day learning routines were unfortunately halted, and both 
students and faculty were left to wonder. While some of these events 
have yet to be decided, students were alerted five days after the initial 
closing of the school’s plan—a transition to digital learning. School 
issued devices would be the only linkage to this new method of 
learning, and many students have enrolled in “Zoom University.” 
Now that the end of the year has drawn closer, what’s the verdict on 
the computer classroom? 
   In a matter of days following the announcement, students were 
expected to adjust to the new way of learning. After about two 
months of this new normal being implemented, a majority of students 
have shown distaste for digital learning. In a recent senior survey, 
58.6% of respondents reported that this new method was either 
unsuccessful, poor, or stressful overall. While this reality may seem 
grim, none of these options actually received the most votes of one 
singular category. Instead, most students singularly agreed that digital 
learning was “a good stand in for the time being.”  
   In addition to the kinks being ironed out on a schoolwide level, tech 
problems have been popping up for students across the country—notably for the recent Advanced Placement Exams. Following the outbreak of 
COVID-19, the College Board announced that AP exams would not be canceled and instead reformatted. Content from the final chapters of most classes 
would be removed, tests would only contain short answer questions, and the overall exam would be shortened to 45 minutes—drastically different from 
the standard 3 hour time commitment. After the first wave of these revamped AP tests, trouble began to brew. While the fairness or difficulty of these tests 
may have been questioned, the biggest controversy stemmed from issues in the submission process. Out of the 2.186 million tests issued in the first week, 
less than 1% of them experienced difficulties in submission. Although this seems low, this statistic still indicates issues with the submission of over 20,000 
exams.  
   “The exam was fine during the first portion and although everything was going good, when it came time to submit, I kept receiving an error,” said 
Matthew Barton, a senior unfortunate enough to experience this problem, “I uploaded on time and in the correct format but now I am penalized for taking 
the test like they asked? I have to retake the test on June 1st, but I feel like I shouldn’t have to make up for a mistake that wasn’t mine.”  
   Other students are feeling the same pain, leading to the filing of a class-action lawsuit against the College Board. Many students are arguing that their 
documents have digital time stamps to prove that their answers haven’t been modified from the initial testing date, and thus the College Board should still 
accept their answers for grading. College Board attempted to remedy this issue for the second week of testing by allowing students who had issues with the 
submission process to email their answers in, though the problems of the first week and accusations of rushing out a program that wasn’t ready to handle 
the number of students submitting is slated to lead to a 500 million dollar court battle.  
   Students aren’t the only ones currently trying to adjust to our current digital format. While Southwestern was fortunate enough to have the physical 
equipment to support online classes, many teachers are still noticing problems. Mrs. Cresanti, English teacher, expressed, “I think the digital learning we 
are experiencing was thrown at us with little time to prep.” While she praises the school’s readiness in comparison to others in the area, Cresanti points out 
another problem arising with the application of digital learning. “My classes have college credit attached to them and attendance has been pretty good.  My 
colleagues cannot say the same. Several students are kind of ‘checking out’ of digital learning.  I think this was a natural reaction when we thought this 
was a temporary situation, and like so many other experiences, the duration of digital learning did not become a reality for some until months into 
isolation.” Some classes have seen turnouts as low as merely two students during Zoom lectures.  
   Despite the frustration, teachers are still hopeful about engaging students and have altered the grading system in an attempt to simplify the final quarter. 
Instead of the typical numerical grading system, students will now receive either PD, P, PL, or I for their online classwork. These symbols indicate passing 
with distinction, passing, low passing, and incomplete, respectively. Compounded with the new grading policy, Mr. Pagett, physics teacher, points out 
some additional positives. “It does provide some advantages in the fact that the students have the ability to now learn in their own time and lets them go 
back and re-watch a lesson if they missed something,” Pagett says. “However, it lacks the human interaction which is so crucial to the education process. 
As a teacher I use visual and vocal cues from my students to gauge the level of their understanding and then use that to guide my teaching...I believe that 
in time and with a much more robust internet infrastructure, that digital learning could be molded into a better experience for both the instructor and the 
students; however, I do not believe it will ever be as good as having an enthusiastic teacher in front of a group of students to guide them through the 
educational adventure.” 
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Senior Spotlight! 
To recognize the Class of 2020, The Trojan Times sent out a spotlight form for students to fill out to be featured in a special edition article. Here are the 

after-grad plans for the seniors who completed the form (in alphabetic order by first name): 
 

- Addison Pope will attend Webb Institute and earn degrees in both Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering. 

- Audrey Erickson will attend SUNY Fredonia and pursue a degree in Communications and Media Management. 

- Bradley Devore Jr. will go to Chatham University which is located in Pittsburgh.  He hopes to earn a degree in Physics. 

- Chloe Peters will attend Rochester Institute of Technology and pursue a degree in Biotechnology. 

- Camden Armella aspires for a degree in Marine Biology, but is not attending college directly after graduation.  He would like to be recognized for 

having played over 805 hours in the video game “Splatoon 2.” 

- Christine Deming will attend the University of Nevada, Las Vegas after a year at JCC. She will earn a degree in Entertainment Engineering & 

Design 

- Collin Bentley will attend the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV) and has not yet decided on a major. 

- Dawn Roller will be attending the University of Massachusetts in Amherst. She will major in Political Science. 

- Erin Wynn will study at JCC for Pre-Nursing and from there become a registered Nurse. 

- Gianna Hoose will attend Binghamton University where she will continue her track and field career.  She will major in business. 

- Gwen Colley has enlisted in the Air Force and will be part of the security forces and specify in the K-9 unit. 

- Haili Herb will attend JCC and pursue a degree in Biology 

- Isabella (Izzy) Moore will study at JCC for two years and then transfer to a university for a degree in Biology. 

- Hannah Swan-Leuze will attend Gannon University to tackle the 5-year Physician Assistant Program. She plans on specializing in Orthopedic 

Surgery after graduation. 

- Isabelle Meyers will attend Case Western Reserve University for a degree in Nursing. 

- Jack Brinkley will be attending Rochester Institute of Technology to pursue a degree in Engineering Exploration. 

- Jackson Engdahl will attend Edinboro University for a degree in Personal Financial Planning. 

- Jackson Vanstrom will attend JCC while also joining the Army National Guard. His degree will be in Music Education. 

- Jayna Jose will attend SUNY Cortland and major in Psychology. 

- Jordan Smith will join the Air Force and from there become a Fire Protection Specialist 

- Joseph Morse will attend SUNY Geneseo where he intends to follow the pre-med path with a major in Neuroscience. Joe shares his motivation in 

the following piece: “From a young age I knew I wanted to help...but help what? I went back and forth from animals to people then finally realizing 

I wanted to help as many people as I could. One of the careers that I thought of first was a doctor. I know it sounds cliché, but I'm willing to put in 

the work to save as many lives as possible.”  

- Kimberly Truver will attend  D’Youville College where she earned acceptance into the school’s Physician Assistant Program 

- Lauren Morgante plans on attending Penn State Behrend and will transfer to Main Campus after two years.  She is pursuing a degree in accounting. 

- Leeandra Royal-Gilbert will attend JBC for Business and Management. 

- Lotte Kranzo will attend SUNY Oswego and tackle a degree in Zoology. 

- Mackenzie Pierce will attend JCC with a major in psychology. After that, she aspires to attend law school to become a children/family lawyer. 

- Marcus Kautzman will attend the University of Rochester and pursue a degree in Biomedical Engineering. 

- Mariah Shirley will either attend JCC, or start working full-time after highschool. 

- Matthew Barton will attend SUNY Fredonia and earn a degree in Adolescent Education in Mathematics. 

- Max Hagel will go to Baldwin Wallace University and major in Music Education. 

- Mitchell Pascarella will attend the University of Connecticut for finance.  He will be a member of UConn’s D1 baseball team. 

- Morgan Wilson will be pursuing the PA program while attending Daemen College. 

- Raylynn Digirolamo will attend Saint Bonaventure University this upcoming fall.  She will major in Biology with aspirations to become a 

pediatrician.  

- Rosie Hagel will attend Agnes Scott College to pursue either International Relations or Neuroscience. She will minor in music while also 

participating in swimming and soccer at the school. 

- Sarah Bellardo will attend JCC, and she will play soccer.  After two years at JCC, she plans to go into the Fire Academy. 

- Sharlenn La is committed to SUNY Geneseo, but has not decided on a major. 

- Zachary Leach is planning to not attend college after graduation. 
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Light Up the Night 
 
   West Ellicott, NY—On May 1st at 8:20pm 
(or 20:20 Military Time), Southwestern 
High School lit up the football field for 20 
minutes to commemorate the Class of 2020. 
   Even though executive orders stopped the 
public from attending this event, 
Southwestern families were encouraged to 
join in by turning on their porch lights at 
home during the same 20-minute interval.  
   Photographer, Joe Gustafson, took an 
aerial photo of the field for students, their 
families, and the community to see during 
this time of social distancing and 
self-isolation.  

 
   The After-Grad Committee for the Class 
of 2020 also sold red and blue light bulbs in 
hopes of  showing continued support for the 
seniors. 

 

Signs Celebrate Seniors 
 
   West Ellicott, NY—On April 28th, 
Southwestern faculty members visited 
the homes of seniors in order to 
deliver yard signs.  Accompanied by 
sirens (courtesy of school resource 
officer Kyle Cashmore), staff 
members including Mrs. Winchester, 
Mrs. Kayner, Mrs. Seiberg, Mrs. Beck, 
Mrs. Damcott, Ms. Anderson, Mrs. 
Donahue, Mr. Cooper, and Mr. 
Kindberg 
brought joy 
as well. 
After 
spending 
over 6 hours 
on their full 
district tour, 
the crew of 
teachers 
successfully 
celebrated 
the Class of 
2020.  
   Senior 
Eddie 
Scroxton made remarks on how it 
made him feel about the sign showing 
up at his house: “It was a social 
distancing hug from the teachers and 
staff. It was like a figurative hug with 
warmth and coziness.” 

 

Events Ending the Year 
 

   West Ellicott, NY—For seniors, typical events such as the Awards Night, Senior Breakfast, Senior Parade, Baccalaureate, Graduation, and After-Grad 
have been “up in the air” for the past couple of months as the rise of COVID-19 has created roadblocks in terms of health and safety. However, not all hope 
is lost for some of these events, and prospective replacements have already been scheduled or are in the works. The following is all the information 
currently confirmed by the district in regards to senior events.  
   Starting with the first chronologically, June 9th will be Awards Night, and this year it will be presented via pre-recorded video and sent out to 
families.This may potentially include the original presenters of the awards via a Zoom call pre-recorded similarly to the “Top 10” announcement video. 
   Senior Breakfast and Senior Parade, which were originally June 16th, have been altered by date and format. Senior Breakfast will now be a Senior Lunch, 
which will be provided on June 8th during a “Senior Day Drive Thru.” This event will take place at the high school dome when students are asked to arrive 
by last name between 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.. Seniors will receive their cap and gown, their senior t-shirt, and a hot dog lunch. If students are also in the 
National Honor Society, they will receive their cords and tassels. The Senior Parade will now take place on June 19th at 6pm. Seniors are asked to decorate 
their vehicles as well as wear their cap and gown. 
   For Baccalaureate, a virtual experience will be provided to seniors and their families on the original date, June 25th. This will have a similar format to 
Awards Night, the NHS Induction, and the “Top 10” announcement. The event is slated to include speakers as well as some traditional tunes seen in 
previous years provided by members of the high school choir. It is still unknown whether the Senior Slideshow will be presented through this medium or 
pushed to a potential graduation ceremony.  
   On June 5th, Superintendent Mrs. Donahue announced in a mass email that the school is prepared for a virtual or drive through graduation, but stated, 
“We are not going to give up on achieving an in person graduation for our Seniors.” Ultimately, it was announced that the actual plan was to be released 
later, when it is clear how close to an in person graduation is permitted. All administrators and staff are working hard and looking for opportunities to hold a 
graduation that would be as normal as possible.  
   Stay “Trojan Tough” seniors! Please know that the Trojan Times Staff and the administration of SWCS is here for you and your families during this tough 
time of a pandemic and the end of your high school careers. 
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PUZZLES, SATIRE, AND MORE! 
 
 

 
  

MAZE CRAZE 
By: Matthew Barton and Addison Pope 

 
 

Solve each maze correctly and submit your answers to jeimiller@swcsk12.org for your chance to win a $25 Gift 
Card!* 

 
 
* One of these mazes is unsolvable, and the gift card is a satirical element to make you, the reader, try both mazes :) 
 

Farewell from the Trojan Times Staff 
 
BY: Trojan Times Staff 
 
   We bid farewell…. Thank you to all students for making this a fun experience for the Trojan Times Staff. Since all of 
us at the Trojan Times (except Mrs. Eimiller) are leaving SW this year, she is looking for some new staff members. We 
encourage you to join the Trojan Times Staff in the fall and take the JCC College Connections course News Writing and 
Editing with Mrs. Eimiller in the future. Thank you again for reading our articles, enjoying our comics and puzzles, and 
allowing us to grow in our writing field through this medium. Good luck in upcoming years at SW! 
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